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T H E  B L A C K  
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I N I T I A T I V E S
S P U R W I N K
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Dee Gillen – Founder of Black Poster Project

BURYING ONE OF OUR BABIES WAS NEVER IN OUR PLAN . . . 
      UNTIL IT WAS.

The purpose of this project is not to make you sad. It is to help you 
understand what addiction is, how it happened to our family, how it 
can happen to you or your family, what to look for and where to get 
help. At each event, we come with arms wide open to answer 
anything you may want to ask.  We are grieving parents, family 
members, friends, people in recovery and we are here to talk or 
listen.
Yes, it is a very emotional experience. 
But … if you have the opportunity to attend a Silent Memorial, I 
promise you will leave with more than you came with.
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A N  
O V E R V I E W

• HOW IT STARTED … The Black Poster Project 
was created by DEE GILLEN after losing her 
son, Scott, to an overdose.  While preparing 
for an overdose awareness event in 2019, she 
felt it would be an impactful visual to have 
posters of lost loved ones displayed behind 
the event speakers. And impactful it was. So 
much so, that the project grew. And grew. And 
sadly, continues to grow. What started out with 
50 awareness posters is now 900+ 
posters. Each poster that enters the display is 
made at the request of the grieving family and 
at no cost to them. The posters are collectively 
used in a very moving exhibit entitled SILENT 
MEMORIALS that travels throughout New 
Jersey and New York.  
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P U T T I N G  F A C E S  &  
N A M E S  T O  N U M B E R S …
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What’s In a Number?

https://www.theblackpost
erproject.com/videos
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https://www.theblackposterproject.com/videos
https://www.theblackposterproject.com/videos
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LOGISTICS

Where: 
Pathway Vineyard Church 
12 Foss Rd, Lewiston

When: September 19, 2026

Time: 9am-4pm
   Formal Program – 11AM

Speakers: 
Catherine Ryder, Senior Director of Strategic Initiatives, Spurwink
Gordon Smith, Director of Maine’s Opioid Response
Dee Gillen, Founder & CEO of The Black Poster Project
Stephanie Gelinas & Ray Dumont – Family Members
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M E E T  D A V E  
P A C K H E M ,  

F O U N D E R  &  C E O
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https://youtu.be/n5_6EVbvbz0
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Q&A
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